Chandos Primary School Policy
Private Fostering
A private fostering arrangement is one that is made privately (without the
involvement of a local authority) for the care of a child under the age of
16 years (under 18, if disabled) by someone other than a parent or close
relative, in their own home, with the intention that it should last for 28
days or more.
A close family relative is defined as a ‘grandparent, brother, sister, uncle
or aunt’ and includes half-siblings and step-parents; it does not include
great-aunts or uncles, great grandparents or cousins.
Parents and private foster carers both have a legal duty to inform the
relevant local authority at least six weeks before the arrangement is due
to start; not to do so is a criminal offence.
Whilst most privately fostered children are appropriately supported and
looked after, they are a potentially vulnerable group who should be
monitored by the local authority, particularly when the child has come
from another country. In some cases privately fostered children are
affected by abuse and neglect, or be involved in trafficking, child sexual
exploitation or modern-day slavery.
Schools have a mandatory duty to report to the local authority where
they are aware or suspect that a child is subject to a private fostering
arrangement. Although schools have a duty to inform the local authority,
there is no duty for anyone, including the private foster carer or social
workers to inform the school. However, it should be clear to the school
who has parental responsibility.
School staff should notify the designated safeguarding lead when they
become aware of private fostering arrangements. The designated
safeguarding lead will speak to the family of the child involved to check
that they are aware of their duty to inform the LA. The school itself has a
duty to inform the local authority of the private fostering arrangements.

On admission to the school, we will take steps to verify the relationship
of the adults to the child who is being registered.
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